Brief Report on International Solidarity and Peace workshops at the 

CCDS National Convention, 
July 2009
By Duncan McFarland

Israel-Palestine was one important issue taken up by the International Solidarity Workshop.   The final resolution, adopted by the convention, called for support of the Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation's national organizing conference (Chicago, Sept. 12-13) including participation in visits to congress people.  The resolution demanded that the US end all aid to Israel.   The workshop also heard a report on the new left government in El Salvador and addressed the coup in Honduras.  A resolution called upon the US government to oppose the illegal coup and support the legitimate Zelaya government.  There was considerable discussion on Cuba; resolutions were adopted calling on the US to end the boycott, and for humane treatment of the Cuba 5, granting visas to family members for visits.  (Complete wording of the resolutions will be posted on the CCDS website).

The peace workshop

Organizers from United for Peace and Justice, US Labor Against the War, and CCDS led the discussion.  Themes were relating opposition to the wars abroad to the economic crisis at home, cutting the military budget and bringing the money to our communities, and the need for a closer connection between the peace and justice issues.    Labor, Veterans for Peace and Military Families Speak Out are important constituencies.  USLAW described its campaign to support labor rights and a labor law in Iraq and asked CCDS to join the effort.

Both workshops were lively and well-attended.  For more details or to work on these issues, contact Duncan McFarland, chair of the CCDS peace and solidarity committee at mcfarland13@gmail.com
