Resolution on DC Statehood, for CCDS  consideration

Whereas, this nation was founded on the assertion that all people are endowed with certain inalienable rights and that to secure these rights, governments are instituted, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed; and 

Whereas, the rights of the residents of the District of Columbia are abridged when the U.S. Congress imposes its will on local matters and denies us voting representation on federal issues in both houses of the U.S. Congress; 

Whereas, the people of the District of Columbia still bear all of the responsibilities of citizenship, but who do not enjoy all of the rights of citizenship, including local sovereignty and representation in both houses of Congress, making the District, in effect, a colony under Congressional jurisdiction; and 
Whereas, statehood will ensure that residents of the District of Columbia enjoy full sovereign rights in local matters and voting representation in both houses of the U.S. Congress just like every other citizen of the United States of America, and is a matter of simple justice; and

Whereas, the goal of DC Statehood is the expressed choice of voters in the District of Columbia and is a key part of the unfinished civil, indeed human, rights agenda facing our nation and once achieved will empower the District of Columbia’s African American and Latino majority and people of color throughout our nation; and

Whereas, the current “Voting Rights” bill is presently blocked because of harmful amendments pushed by the NRA, and if passed would only grant a vote on a final bill to the District of Columbia’s Delegate to the House, and further would face a severe constitutional test, unlike DC Statehood, indefinitely delaying the consideration of a DC Statehood bill, 

Therefore be it resolved that the CCDS  strongly urges Delegate to the House Eleanor Holmes Norton, Mayor and Council of the District of Columbia to immediately petition Congress to use its powers under Article IV, Section 3 of the United States Constitution and admit the District of Columbia as the 51st State of the Union.

David Schwartzman,

Metro CCDS chapter member

July 15, 2009



For further information please go to:

http://www.dcstatehoodgreen.org/statehoodnow/
And consider signing the DC STATEHOOD NOW PETITION

http://dcstatehoodyeswecan.org/
http://standupfordemocracy.org/joom/
