Youth and Student Organizing
Resolution submitted by panelists and workshop participants

According to the CCDS bylaws in Section 3 Election and Membership #4 it is declared that “The NCC shall seek to increase its youth membership (30 years of age or younger) to constitute at least fifteen percent of the total NCC members.” This resolution reflects the necessary changes to increase youth membership and participation.

1) We propose that a national youth outreach committee be developed and led by youth

-We propose that the age of youth be 35 and under with an emphasis upon youth of color, gender (balance between male and female), class, and sexual orientation. Furthermore we propose that the membership of NCC be at least 30 percent.

-Tools that can be used to recruit and involve youth are Myspace, Facebook, Twitter, mass texts and emails, and an interactive CCDS website.

-To recruit and maintain a youth membership must explore youth development trainings and courses and begin seeking members on college campuses, youth centers, and community centers.

2) We also propose that a youth advisory committee be established that are recognized as part of the leadership of CCDS. This will create a multi-generational organization that represents wisdom, longevity, and a continuing struggle, for progressive change. At least 1/3 of this committee should be youth to reflect the NCC youth membership.
To begin this process the participants of this workshop submit the following recommendations:

1. Invite youth to join the various list-serves that you belong to that will inform them of the progressive movement and where they can participate. Begin to simplify language and deliver messages in the clearest way possible. Try not to disseminate verbose text with several paragraphs; instead use an existing tool such as the Socialist Education Project with popular education methods.

2.  Plan and execute a series of local and regional conferences towards the goal of a national youth conference with youth as the focus and at the forefront. Recruit youth to plan these events with current members to ensure that it is a multigenerational effort. This will help bridge the gap, but youth must be in positions of leadership for successful participation. Furthermore, these events should have goals and actions steps developed by all participants. 

3. Consider changing the format of meetings and conferences. Youth need to feel welcome and safe to participate in CCDS. This means that they must have a say in how rules and guidelines are created and followed. This means that meetings, panels, and workshops must be co-developed and also led by youth; and they must be interactive with opportunities to ask questions, offer opinions, and give recommendations.

4. Finally, as we wish to build a more powerful, unified Progressive Movement we must intentionally include youth in every aspect of any effort to do so, be it a protest, lobbying, meetings, conferences, etc. AND MAKE THIS FUN FOR YOUTH! ENJOY THE SOCIAL IN SOCIALISM by bringing in youth performance groups (i.e., Hip-Hoppers, Theatre, Spoken Word, etc.) with a Conscious message or basis such as The Boogie Down Berets.
